Wood Duck, Second Place
By Kiristen Kho, age 17, Art teacher: Mary Stember
St. Francis High School, Sacramento

he male wood duck is considered to be one
I of the most beautiful ducks in North
America. In compatison to its body size, the
wood duck has the largest eyes of all North Ameri-
can waterfowl.

Wood ducks eat acorns, aquatic invertebrates,
and plants. In rice-growing regions such as the Sacra-
mento Valley, rice can be a major part of the diet.

This stealthy bird is not commonly seen in the
open, but can be found next to well-vegetated
waterways. ‘The wood duck historically nested in
natural tree cavities, but it readily accepts man-made
nest boxes.

Beginning in February, the female actively
searches for a nest site to lay approximately 12 eggs.
After a month of incubation, the eggs hatch. Within
16 to 24 hours of hatching the ducklings jump out of
the nesting site, falling up to 50 feet or more.

Mallard, Honorable Mention
By Kirstie Kruger, age 11, Art teacher: Lydia Bee
Redding School of the Arts, Redding

ww‘\x'.mp.uSbr.gov/c\'hjv/
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Red-breasted Merganser,
Honorable Mention

By Claire Twaddell,

age 10

Artteacher: Phyllis Ciment
Camino Pablo
Elementary School,
Moraga






